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War for the Seals:


















































refers	to	the	utilization	of	“the means of mass communication in order to destroy 
the enemy’s will to fight”	(Lasswell,	in	Daugherty	&	Janowitz,	1958,	p.	22;	italics	
in	original).	Psychological	warfare	includes	typical	government	propaganda	(both	
visual	and	written)	as	well	as	 the	“propaganda	of	 the	deed”:	“a	 term	borrowed	











































































































































logical	focus:	centrality of values and beliefs,	targeted populations and	structurally 
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conducive or inhibiting societal conditions	(Rozin,	in	Brandt	&	Rozin,	1997,	pp.	





















moralization	more	 likely	 (such	 as	 the	 advent	 of	 “secular	morality”)	 (Rozin,	 in	
Brandt	&	Rozin,	1997,	p.	397).







































	 According	 to	 the	 Department	 of	 Oceans	 and	 Fisheries	 in	 their	 document	
“Socio-economic	Importance	of	the	Seal	Hunt”,	the	seal	hunt	provides	significant	
sources	of	income:	“In	Newfoundland	and	Labrador	at	least	7	costal	communities	
derived	between	15%	and	35%	of	 their	 total	earned	 income	from	sealing”	and	
“[s]ealers	state	their	income	from	sealing	can	represent	from	25-35%of	their	total	








































































































































































Table One: Synthesizing Variables in Moralization
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 Status of moralization narrative within the host society:	To	what	degree	is	the	
moralization	narrative	granted	legitimacy	as	legitimate,	or	is	it	ridiculed	outside	
of	networks	of	supporters?
 Capacity to (re)form moral boundaries:	To	what	degree	can	the	moralization	
narrative	be	incorporated	within	existing	moral	boundaries?
Culturally Focused Variables













































Association of Narrative with High Status Persons or Groups























	 High	 status	 persons	 may	 also	 make	 ambiguous	 contributions	 through	 the	
deployment	of	controversial	 language	or	 terms.	For	example,	 in	a	1997	Ottawa	

















































































does	 the	 proposed	 moralized	 practice	 (such	 banning	 or	 labeling	 video	 games	
deemed	violent	or	sexually	explicit)	integrate	itself	with	a	broader	worldview	or	
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set	of	practices	(such	as	banning	or	limiting	the	exposure	of	children	to	violent	or	
sexually	explicit	films	or	magazines)?	
Intersection of Narrative with Dominant Moral Resources



































and	 respect	 for	 human	 rights.	 In	 characterizing	 the	 seal	 hunt	 as	 antithetical	 to	
this	 imagined	 national	 character	 (see	Anderson,	 1991)	 raises	 the	 possibility	 of	









Intersection of Narrative with Media
	 What	type	of	media	coverage	is	given	to	the	moralizing	narrative,	and	how	










































































































































that	has	been	mobilized	 is	 to	emphasize	 the	 roles	of	 individual	seal	hunters.	A	
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